
Earnings increase at every education level!
a college education is an investment that 

will pay off!

Student  

		  loan 					  

		  borrowing

FREE!
Issue:  2

ADVENTURES IN 

 

See inside
brought to  

     you by:

the figures on the salary chart inside are based on 

college graduates.  statistics show workers with a 

college degree earn more over their lifetime compared 

to workers with just a high school diploma.

Age

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Current Population Survey, 2008 
Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement. College graduate 
data based on Bachelor’s degree.

for more student loan and money management tips, 

or to meet your super loan team, visit 

 www.itspaybacktime.org

iowa college student aid commission 

200 10th street fl 4th 

des moines, ia  50309

p:  877-272-4456 

e:  itspaybacktime@iowa.gov
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how much 
is too 
much??

it depends...

College is worth it!
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College Graduate

High School Diploma Only
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Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Current Population 
Survey 2007. Median weekly 
earnings of full-time wage-and-
salary workers aged 25 and over.
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Median Weekly Earnings
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expected gross annual salary
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Occupation Estimated 
Starting 
Salary

Average 
Annual 
Salary

Maximum 
Student Loan 
Debt*

Maximum 
Student 
Loan 
Payment*

Accountant $35,942 $56,242 $20,821 $240
Administrative 
Assistant

$25,168 $35,022 $14,580 $168

Administrative Support 
Supervisor

$29,411 $44,704 $17,038 $196

Advertising Sales Agent $20,301 $38,043 $11,760 $135
Automobile Mechanic $21,133 $33,442 $12,242 $141
Child Care Center 
Administrator

$24,232 $33,347 $14,038 $162

Computer Programmer $39,208 $57,567 $22,713 $261
Correctional Officer $28,725 $39,080 $16,641 $192
Graphic Designer $23,379 $35,773 $13,544 $156
Insurance Adjuster/ 
Examiner

$31,928 $46,812 $18,496 $213

Interior Designer $26,028 $35,994 $15,182 $175
Legal Technician 
(Paralegal)

$29,453 $40,466 $17,062 $196

Loan Officer $32,240 $51,502 $18,677 $215
Mechanical Drafter $28,725 $41,098 $16,641 $192
Medical Assistant $21,050 $27,174 $12,194 $140
Medical and Public Health 
Social Worker

$29,099 $39,779 $16,857 $194

Nurse Aide/ Orderly $19,427 $23,394 $11,254 $130
Registered Nurse $38,251 $48,970 $22,159 $255
School/ Vocational/ Career 
Counselor

$28,850 $42,559 $16,713 $192

Social Worker $21,923 $37,166 $12,700 $146
Teacher- Secondary $24,300 $37,645 $14,077 $162
Welder/ Cutter $24,253 $31,157 $14,050 $162
Wholesale and Retail Buyer $27,310 $43,693 $15,821 $182

Not sure what you want to be?

how much should you borrow?

experts recommend that student 

loan payments not exceed 8% of your 
monthly gross income (before taxes) 

in order to have sufficient funds to 

successfully manage your student 

loan repayment and necessary living 

expenses.
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Your Starting Salary:  
It pays to do research and be realistic about your potential 
income after graduation.  Expected earnings should not dictate 
your career path, but knowing your earning potential can help 
determine how much you can afford to borrow, making repayment 
more affordable.

Be-in-the-know 

Career not listed?  

check out the  

U.S. Dept of labor at  

www.bls.gov

Source: Choices Planner, Copyright © 2008 Bridges Transitions Inc., a Xap Corporation company; www.IHaveaPlanIowa.gov
*Recommended student loan debt is based on a monthly payment of 8% of the starting salary.  
Loan payments are based on 6.8% interest and a 10-year repayment plan. 

hold it! 

Based on this debt 

level, your payments 

will be high for your 

salary.

I see...

Here student loan 

debt should be 

manageable.

   Visit 				        for help in determining a career 

and educational path to accomplish your goals.


